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The Value of Economic Thought
Dr. Kevin Harriott| Competition Bureau Chief

On November 17, 2025, Dr. Kevin Harriottt, Competition Bureau Chief at the Fair Trading Commission, served as guest presenter at the Graduate Seminar hosted by the Department of Economics at the University of the West Indies, Mona. His presentation, titled “The Value of Economic Thought,” explored the role of economics as a critical decision-making science and its relevance to both personal and professional development.
Addressing an audience of more 30 masters-level economics students, Dr. Harriott emphasised that economics offers a structured framework for understanding how individuals and societies make choices. He highlighted core principles such as trade-offs, opportunity costs, marginal decision-making and incentives, illustrating how these concepts extend beyond academic theory. By applying these principles individuals can evaluate options, anticipate consequences and make choices that maximise personal an social well-being.
A central theme of his presentation was the versatility of economics training. Dr. Harriott noted that knowledge, and expertise in the field prepare individuals for success across diverse sectors. He encouraged students not to limit themselves to traditional career paths, but to embrace the wide-ranging opportunities that economic thinking provides – from public policy to finance, business strategy, competition regulation, and beyond.
To reinforce this message, Dr. Harriott shared his own professional journey, reflecting on the experiences and decisions that shaped his career. His story served as an inspiring example of how applying economic reasoning can guide meaningful growth.
Overall, the presentation was well received. Attendees appreciated Dr. Harriott’s ability to blend theoretical concepts with practical insights and motivational guidance. His talk offered not only academic enrichment but also valuable encouragement for students as they plan their careers in economics.
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